
Be our Light in the Darkness 
A Service of Loss and Encouragement, 

after the form of 
An Order of Worship for the Evening 

 
Worship notes: 
If you wish, have a candle nearby to be lit at the beginning of the service. 
The worship team will handle muting/and unmuting all for congregational responses.  The responses are 
bolded, and the cues for when you will be muted and unmuted are below in green.  

The church is dark, or partially so, when the service is to begin.  

The Officiant bids the people Welcome. 
 
A moment of silence. 

The Officiant greets the people with these words. 

 Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Unmute All 
People   Thanks be to God. 
Mute 

Jesus said, "You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one lights a lamp to put it 
under a bucket, but on a lamp-stand where it gives light for everyone in the house. And you, like the lamp, 
must shed light among your fellow men, so that they may see the deed you do, and give glory to your Father 
in heaven."     

Let us pray. 

Eternal God, who led your ancient people into freedom by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by 
night: Grant that we who walk in the light of your presence may rejoice in the liberty of the children of God; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The candles at the Altar are now lighted, as are other candles and lamps as may be convenient. You may light those in 
your home. 

A Liturgy of the Light 
 
Let us welcome light into the darkness of our lives with prayer and the lighting of candles. Please have your 
candle or candles ready for lighting during this series of prayers. (silence) 
 
FIRST CANDLE (Jeff lights) 
 
We light this candle to remember those persons for whom we grieve. Some of whom we know, and many 
that we do not.  Some of whom are taken by illness, and some by violence.  The depth of our sadness 
reminds us of the depth of our love. We pause to remember their names, their faces, and their 
voices...(silence)  



 
We give thanks for the memories that bind us to them.  
Unmute All 
All May God’s eternal love surround us.  
Mute 
 
SECOND CANDLE (Jeff lights) 
 
We light this second candle for courage to redeem the pain and loss - loss through death, loss of 
relationships, the loss of health, the loss of jobs, the loss of financial security...(silence) 
 
We gather our brokenness and offer our whole selves to you, O God, asking that into our welcome hearts 
and open hands, you place the gift of peace.  
Unmute All 
All Renew us, O God, and grant us courage to walk into the future.  
Mute 
 
THIRD CANDLE (Jeff lights) 
 
We light this third candle to remember the power of love. We live through times of sadness and suffering, 
and sometimes feel alone. ..(silence)  
 
Help us to trust in the promise that the light of your love will overcome all darkness.  
Unmute All 
All May God’s eternal love surround us.  
Mute 
 
FOURTH CANDLE (Jeff lights) 
 
We light this fourth candle to remember our faith and the hope that God offers to us in Jesus 
Christ...(silence) 
 
God of compassion and love, hear the prayers of your people this night. Grant to all, especially those who 
grieve or sorrow in this season of pestilence and unrest, the Peace of Christ which passes all understanding. 
Amen. 

Musical Meditation –  
“Quia respexit” from Bach’s Magnificat         Logan Clark 

 

  



Psalm 130 – Recited by Dcn. Susie  

1 Out of the depths have I called to you, O LORD; 
LORD, hear my voice; * 
    let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication. 

2 If you, LORD, were to note what is done amiss, * 
    O LORD, who could stand? 

3 For there is forgiveness with you; * 
    therefore you shall be feared. 

4 I wait for the LORD; my soul waits for him; * 
    in his word is my hope. 

5 My soul waits for the LORD, 
more than watchmen for the morning, * 
    more than watchmen for the morning. 

6 O Israel, wait for the LORD, * 
    for with the LORD there is mercy; 

7 With him there is plenteous redemption, * 
    and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins. 

At the end of the Psalms is sung or said 
Unmute All 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
Mute 

First reading 2 Cor 4: 6-18 – read by Rev. Robert 

6For it is the God who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness’, who has shone in our hearts to give the light of 
the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

7 But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary power belongs to 
God and does not come from us. 8We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven 
to despair; 9persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 10always carrying in the body the 
death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies. 11For while we live, we are 
always being given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus may be made visible in our mortal 
flesh. 12So death is at work in us, but life in you. 

13 But just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture—‘I believed, and so I 
spoke’—we also believe, and so we speak, 14because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will raise 
us also with Jesus, and will bring us with you into his presence. 15Yes, everything is for your sake, so that 
grace, as it extends to more and more people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God. 



16 So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed 
day by day. 17For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all 
measure, 18because we look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is 
temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal. 

Here ends the Lesson (Reading).   

The Magnificat – Read by Dcn. Susie 
 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant 
From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 
the Almighty has done great things for me, 
and holy is his Name. 
He has mercy on those who fear him * 
in every generation. 
He has shown the strength of his arm, * 
he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 
and has lifted up the lowly. 
He has filled the hungry with good things, * 
and the rich he has sent away empty. 
He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 
for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 
The promise he made to our fathers, * 
to Abraham and his children for ever. 

Unmute All 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
Mute 
 

Second Reading – From the Gospel of Matthew (10:7-16) 

7As you go, proclaim the good news, “The kingdom of heaven has come near.” 8Cure the sick, raise the dead, 
cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You received without payment; give without payment. 9Take no gold, or 
silver, or copper in your belts, 10no bag for your journey, or two tunics, or sandals, or a staff; for labourers 
deserve their food. 11Whatever town or village you enter, find out who in it is worthy, and stay there until you 
leave. 12As you enter the house, greet it. 13If the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it; but if it is not 
worthy, let your peace return to you. 14If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake off the 
dust from your feet as you leave that house or town. 15Truly I tell you, it will be more tolerable for the land of 
Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgement than for that town.16‘See, I am sending you out like sheep 
into the midst of wolves; so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves. 

Here ends the Lesson   



Homily – Rev. Erika 

Musical Meditation 
Shall We Gather at the River         Michael Salazar 

A Litany for the Times –  
Unmute All for the duration of the litany 
 
God the Father,  
Have mercy on us. 
  
God the Son, 
Have mercy on us. 
  
God the Holy Spirit,  
Have mercy on us. 
  
Holy Trinity, one God, 
Have mercy on us. 
  
Most merciful God, we come to you in this time of anxiety and uncertainty surrounding the outbreak of 
COVID-19 and civil unrest. As the sorrows of our heart and mind increase, we beseech you to save us from 
all trouble and fear. Cast away all works of darkness. Be our rock, a castle to keep us safe. For the Lord is our 
stronghold and sure defense, and he will be our Savior. 
 
 (silence…) 
 
For all who have died: receive them into the arms of your mercy, grant them eternal peace, and surround 
those who mourn with your healing grace.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
For those directly infected with the virus: help them recover in good health and restore them in body, mind 
and spirit.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
For those at high risk of infection, especially the elderly, those with underlying illnesses, the marginalized, 
and the poor: keep them healthy and free from all sickness.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
For those in quarantine, the shut-in, and the infirmed: help them find peace, keep them in good health, and 
renew their mind and spirit.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
For all hospitals, doctors, nurses, and staff: protect them as they minister to the sick, relieve all stress, and 
provide the resources and space to meet the needs of all the infirmed.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
  



For first responders: guard them from all harm, and grant them strength and courage as they respond to all 
calls for help.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
For service industry workers and those forced to work as their community shuts down: keep them healthy, 
bestow the resources to best care for themselves and their families, and assure them in times of financial and 
medical anxiety.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
For those experiencing financial loss and uncertainty of resources: have mercy on them, alleviate any fear, 
and provide for them daily bread and wage.   
Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
For the leaders of this nation and the world: help them make sound and safe decisions to best secure the 
future of our planet.   
Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
For all schools, students, teachers, administrators and school staff: as schools question the wisdom of 
reopening, keep them healthy and in good spirit to learn; as schools close, feed those who will go hungry 
without guaranteed meals and shelter all students have no place to live.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
For all scientists and those working to find a cure: inspire them towards your truth, and help them discover 
and disseminate a vaccine and cure.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
For all media and journalists: protect them from all harm in their reporting, and move them to be a vector of 
truth and certainty, and never fear or panic.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
For all places of worship: embolden them to be beacons of hope and love, and help us to gather however and 
wherever we can – be it in person or online – to give you praise.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
For the leaders of our church: help them minister to their flock; fortify them to be faithful pastors, to 
persevere in prayer, and to build up the family of God in new and creative ways. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
For the young: spare them from harm and fear, and keep them a joyful sign of your love and light.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
For all parents: build in them strength and fortitude for the time ahead, and give them the words and witness 
to be wise counselors and compassionate caregivers.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
  



For calm amidst the storm: as the waves toss our boat and we wonder “do you not care?”, remind us to not be 
afraid, that with you all things are possible, and that even the wind and sea obey you.  
Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
Stir up in us a spirit of compassion and tenacity for the time ahead.  
Amen. 
  
Move us to check-in with loved ones at high risk of infection and those in quarantine.  
Amen. 
  
Ease our fear and anxiety, that we may share our resources rather than hoard them, and extend a helping 
hand to those in need.  
Amen. 
  
Inspire us to share the Good News of your love and hope.  
Amen.    
  
All this we ask through your son Jesus Christ our Lord: healer of the sick, ruler of the tempestuous sea, and 
Savior of the world.   
Amen.  
  
Officiant: Lord, have mercy.  
 
People: Christ, have mercy. 
ALL: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Mute All 
 
Musical Meditation  
On Eagle’s Wings           Jeff Bell 
 
Confession of Need 
Officiant  Let us confess our need for God’s healing grace, (silence…). 
 
Unmute All 
 
All  Compassionate God,  
 We confess our weaknesses and our need  
 for your strengthening presence.  
 We bring before you illness and hardships that are beyond our control.  
 We remember with sorrow things we have done and left undone. 
 We confess that turning away from you leads to suffering.  
 So we turn to you, source of life,  
 And ask in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ  
 For the gifts of true healing and life in you. Amen.  
Officiant  May the God of love visit you in your times of trial and weakness, and raise you to newness of 

life, through Jesus Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit.  



People  Amen. 

Mute all 
 
The Collects 
 
O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: Look with compassion on 
the whole human family; bring your healing presence to our infirmities  physical, mental, and spiritual, take 
away the arrogance and hatred which infect our hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in 
bonds of love; and work through our struggle and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in 
your good time, all nations and races may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
A Collect for Protection - Sarah 
O God, the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, the strength of those who labor, and the repose of the 
dead: We thank you for the blessings of the day that is past, and humbly ask for your protection through the 
coming night. Bring us in safety to the morning hours; through him who died and rose again for us, your Son 
our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

 
Reaffirmation of our Baptismal Covenant 
 
Celebrant Through the Paschal mystery, dear friends, we are buried with Christ by Baptism into his death, 

and raised with him to newness of life. I call upon you, therefore, to renew the solemn promises 
and vows of Holy Baptism, by which we once renounced Satan and all his works, and promised to 
serve God faithfully in his holy Catholic Church. 

 
Unmute All for the duration of the Reaffirmation 
 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father? 

People I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 

   

Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

   

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 



People I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. 

   

Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and 
fellowship, in the breaking of the bread, and in the 
prayers? 

People I will, with God's help. 

   

Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever 
you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 

People I will, with God's help. 

Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good 
News of God in Christ? 

People I will, with God's help. 

   

Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving 
your neighbor as yourself? 

People I will, with God's help. 

   

Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all 
people, and respect the dignity of every human 
being? 

People I will, with God's help. 
 
The Celebrant concludes the Renewal of Vows as follows 
 
May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by water and the Holy 
Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal 
life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
 
Mute all. 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your angels charge over 
those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity 
the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love’s sake. Amen. 
 
 



Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication to 
you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in 
his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for 
us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 
 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
The Blessing  
 
Unmute All 
 
Let us go forth in the name of Christ.   
Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
 


