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PART III

Race

The most common vision on race portrays black Americans as poor, down-
trodden, and unequipped to compete without special privileges. That
vision is an insult of major proportions. As a group, black Americans
have made the greatest gains, over some of the highest burdles, in the
shortest span of time than any other racial group in mankind’s history.

This unprecedented progress can be seen through several measures. If
one were to total black earnings, and consider black Americans a separate
nation, he would have found that in 2008 black Americans earned
8726 billion, making them the world’s eighteenth-richest nation. Black
Americans are, and bave been, chief executives of some of the world’s larg-
est and richest cities such as New York, Chicago, Los Angeles, Philadel-
phia, and Washington, D.C. It was a black American, Gen. Colin Powell,
appointed Joint Chief of Staff in October 1989, who headed the world's
mightiest military and later became US secretary of state, and was suc-
ceeded by Condoleezza Rice, another black American. Black Americans
are among the world’s most famous personalities and a few black Ameri-
cans are among the richest. Most blacks are not poor but middle class.

The significance of such achievement is that at the end of the Civil
War, neither an ex-slave nor an ex-slave owner would have believed these
gains possible in less than a mere century and a half] if indeed ever. As
such, that progress speaks well not only of the sacrifices and intestinal
Jortitude of 4 people; it just as importantly speaks well of a nation in
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Zion, particularly in light of the fact durin g earlier periods, 4 early as the
late 18005, the blych family structure digdy s differ significantly from thar
of other groups.
Over 70 percent of black children 4 born out of wedloch and often
%0 teenage mothers. That 55 4 devastating handicap but it a5 nothing to
Ao with racial discrimination, Particularly in Light of the fact that as [t
as the 19405 black ilegitimacy was aroumy 14 percent.
Each year, roughly 7,000 blacks aye murdered, Ninety-four percent of
vhe time, the murderer i another black person, According to the Bureay of
Justice Statistis, between 1976 43, 2011, there were 279,384 black puy-
der victims, Though blacks are 13 percent of the nation’s Population, they
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Unemployment is a major problem particularly among black youth
that is ofien blamed on employer discrimination. But that hypothesis
comes into question if we look at unemployment in earlier periods. For
example, in 1948, black teen unemployment was less than 10 percent and
less than their white counterparts. Black teens had a labor force partic-
ipation rate bigher than whites (that is, black teens were more active in
the labor market). I do not think that anyone would attribute this more
Javorable employment situation in earlier periods by saying there was less
racial discrimination during the forties.

My columns in this section will argue that many problems of black
Americans are a result of ostensibly well-intentioned public policy such as
labor laws and self-destructive behavior that few people have the courage
to talk about lest they be accused of racism or “blaming the victim.”




