
The First Reading 

But there will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time he brought into 

contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make 

glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 

The people who walked in darkness 

    have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 

    on them light has shined. 

You have multiplied exultation; 

    you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 

    as with joy at the harvest, 

    as people exult when dividing plunder. 

For the yoke of their burden 

    and the bar across their shoulders, 

    the rod of their oppressor, 

    you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

For all the boots of the tramping warriors 

    and all the garments rolled in blood 

    shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

For a child has been born for us, 

    a son given to us;  

authority rests upon his shoulders, 

    and he is named 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Great will be his authority, 

    and there shall be endless peace 

for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

    He will establish and uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

    from this time onward and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
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The Second Reading 

A Blessing for Traveling in the Dark 
By Jan Richardson 

Go slow 
if you can. 
Slower. 
More slowly still. 
Friendly dark 
or fearsome, 
this is no place 
to break your neck 
by rushing, 
by running, 
by crashing into 
what you cannot see. 
Then again, 
it is true: 
different darks 
have different tasks, 
and if you 
have arrived here unawares, 
if you have come 
in peril 
or in pain,  
this might be no place 
you should dawdle. 
I do not know 
what these shadows 
ask of you, 
what they might hold 
that means you good 
or ill. 
It is not for me 
to reckon 
whether you should linger 
or you should leave. 
But this is what 
I can ask for you: 
That in the darkness  
there be a blessing. 
that in the shadows 
there be a welcome. 
that in the night  
you be encompassed 
by the Love that knows  
your name. 
 
from Circle of Grace: A Book of Blessings for the Seasons. Wanton Gospeller Press, 2015. 


